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I have no desire in any way to controvert His Lordship's state-
ment which may be justified by the facts brought to his notice
from time to time, but it should be well understood by the public
that Mr. Justice Mason confined his remarks to a certain class of
Indians only, whom my Association has no desire to direct
from such criticism. He did not, as Mr. Greenberg appeared to
suppose, condemn Indian evidence on national or racial grounds
at all. There are also certain classes of non-Indians equally guilty
of attempts to mislead the Court, but I do not presume that, in
similar circumstances, you would speak of the Judge's remarks on
Europeans. It is notorious that lawyers, like doctors, see mainly
the seamy side of life, and they will necessarily draw conclusions
from what they see. In spite, however, of what might have been
to a less just man a strong temptation to exaggerate, Mr. Justice
Mason confined his remarks to that section of the community
which he believed to be guilty and did not level an indictment
against the whole of the Indian community, as one might suppose
from the first few lines of your report.
I trust that you will find space for this letter in order to re-
move any wrong impression that might have been created.
[J m, «*.,]
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I shall not be pleased just because you recite verses from the
Giia. I don't care whether or not you read history, do sums in
arithmetic or learn Sanskrit. What is necessary is that you should
acquire self-control. That is what I want, I may agree to be some
one's slave, but not that of my mind. There is no sin as base as
to take over certain goods in reductiou of his debt, and that that was done. In
support of that, the respondent produced witnesses who conveniently happened
to be present when the agreement was made* although the parties making it
must have known that the arrangement was one which would be somewhat open
to criticism in the eyes of the Uw. Then there were two more witnewes who
happened to come on the scene when the arrangements were being carried
out, and who seemed to know aH about the collusive agreement. Now, these
were coincidences which, if true, were of a remarkable character. Unfortu-
nately, however, these coincidences so often appeared in Indian cases. They
had got to face that fact."
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